3. 


3. A letter giving basic information about the Special Study Project on 
Gifted Children should be circulated to all school districts in Illinois. 


4. In order that the Advisory Committee and Project staff might get reason- 
ably adequate information on the current status of special programs fox the 
gifted in Illinois achools, a preliminary survey should be conducted before 
study projects are selected, The survey should include (1) a questionnaira on 
which admiuisttatots who wish to do eo might submit data on the program in their 


ee and (2) a series of interviews in a stratified sample of school dia- 
tricts. 


The Preliminary Survey 


The basic data-gathering instrument used in the questionnaire phase of the 
preliminary survey was a short questionnaire consisting of 13 items including: 


1. Changes in curriculum content 

2. Changes in administrative arrangements 

3. Methods of identification 

4. Amount of time devoted to special programs 

5. Use of test score cutting points 

6. School personnel assigned to special provisions or programs 
7. Name and title of the person directly responsible 

8. Ways in which parents are involved 

9. Involvement of persons not connected with the school 

10. Methods by which the program was initiated 
11. Costs associated with special Stoviatons for the gifted 

12. General description 

13, Major factors blocking further development of programs for the gifted 


The first ten items were prepared for machine tabulation; items 11 to 13 
were presented as open-ended questions. 


Two forms of the questionnaire instrument were developed. One form, designed 
for high school use, provided for reporting the data on a single high school, 
This form was sent to all high school principals and all superintendents of unit 
districts. <A second form, designed for use either with single schools or with 
grovps of schools in the same district, provided for the reporting of data on 
elementary schools, or junior high schools, or both. Copies of this form were 
sent to superintendents of unit districts, and superintendents of elementary 
districts. 
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